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District Staff: 
 

Caroline Myers: Executive Director 

Kelly Emerick: Resource Technician 

Robert Kiley: Resource Technician 

Tucker Kautz: Planning/Ag Technician 

Karen Ervay: Education Coordinator & 

                   Secretary to the Board 

Board of Directors: 

Chuck Colby: Chairman/ Member at Large 

Rollin Pickering: Vice-Chairman/ Grange Rep. 
 
Richard Yolevich: Treasurer/Legislative Rep. 

C. Stephen Eckel: Legislative Rep. 

Tom Klafehn:  Member at Large 

Selden Chase: Asst. Secretary/ Farm Bureau Rep. 

Mark Greene: Member at Large/ Farm Rep. 

 

The Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District is a municipal subdivision that partners with 
other agencies and organizations to educate and assist land stewards in planning and implementing 
comprehensive management practices that stabilize soil, improve water quality, manage stormwater, 
preserve open space and/or manage fish and wildlife habitat. The District promotes the preservation 
of: wetlands, woodlots, agricultural land, and low-impact development. We provide services to 
partners, landowners, developers, farmers, engineers, government and non-government agencies. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Tree & Shrub Program sold a total of 
29,000 bare-root evergreen and deciduous 
seedlings to 388 local customers during the 
2009 annual sale. The program provides 
homeowners with an economical means to 
reforest their land, establish windbreaks, 
prevent soil erosion, and create suitable 
wildlife habitat. The District offers a wide 
range of species, including pines, spruces, 
maples, oaks, fruit and nut trees, flowering 
shrubs, and many others, in addition to a 
phosphorus-free fertilizer to help protect 
local waters from nutrient enrichment. 

The Backyard Conservation Program offers advice to 
residents of Monroe County on how to increase food 
and shelter for birds, butterflies, and other wildlife, 
control soil erosion, and beautify the landscape. 
Landowners have the opportunity to meet with a  
Resource Technician from the District for personal 
consultations and a site evaluation of their property. 

Forestry & Wildlife 

Tulip Poplar 

Red Osier 
Dogwood 

Butterfly Bush 
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Left: Students participated in a 
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” event at 
Conservation Field Days, with the 
Monroe County Department of 
Environmental Services.  

The 21st annual Conservation Field 
Days event was hosted in Ellison 
Park in September. A total of 15 
schools in the area participated, 
with ~1400 fifth and sixth grade 
students in attendance. Through a 
series of fun and exciting 
workshops, local youth are engaged 
in important environmental issues 
and are given the opportunity to 
interact with professionals in the 
conservation career field. In 
addition, the event fosters 
enthusiasm for learning about our 
natural history and spending time 
in the great outdoors. 

Left: Students listened to NYS-DEC 
staff at Conservation Field Days. 

The 18th annual Envirothon  
was held in May at Ellison Park. 
A total of 21 high-school teams 
with five members each 
competed in the event. Students 
participated in 5 categories: 
A q u a t i c s ,  B i o d i v e r s i t y , 
Forestry, Soils & Land Use, and 
Wildlife. The Monroe County 
Champions (pictured right) 
placed 7th overall in the state, 
against 55 other teams. 

The Monroe County Envirothon Champions: 
Churchville-Chili High School Team #4 

Education 
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Ag Drainage 

Agriculture 

Agricultural Assistance In 2009, the District processed 77 “Soil Group 
Worksheets” submitted by farm operators and 
landowners for a total coverage of 3,459 acres. 
These assessments evaluate the agricultural 
productivity of certain soil types within a given 
property, and help to protect and promote the 
availability of land for farming purposes. 
 

The District also provided the following 
assistance to famers, in order to increase 
agricultural productivity: 

 Sub-surface drainage: 16,254 ft.  

 Field ditches: 5,163 ft.  

Agricultural Environmental Management 
(AEM) 

The mission of the AEM program is to promote 
awareness and adoption of conservation 
programs on local farms, while enhancing the 
economic viability of agriculture in Monroe 
County. The AEM process identifies and 
addresses agricultural sources that could 
potentially impact water quality in high-priority 
watersheds.  

Agricultural Chemical 
Handling Facility 

Partyka Farms 

AEM Accomplishments for 2009: 

 Tier 1 Surveys: 40 

 Tier 2 Farm Assessments: 14 

 Tier 3A Conservation Plans: 23 

 Tier 5A Updates: 25  

After an operator or landowner completes a Tier 1 Survey documenting background 
farm information, our District Agricultural Technician follows up with an on-site 
Tier 2 Assessment to evaluate current land stewardship. The subsequent 
development of a Tier 3A Conservation Plan allows the farmer and the District to 
jointly address natural resource concerns on the farm, and qualifies the planned 
conservation projects for potential cost-share funding through the state.  

Since 2005, the District has 
received  >$230,000 in state funds 
for cost-share conservation 
projects on Monroe County farms. 
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Stormwater 

Stormwater runoff is one of the nation’s 
greatest threats to clean water, as rain and 
melting snow can pick up contaminants while 
flowing over rooftops, construction sites, 
lawns, and paved areas en route to our 
waterways. Pollutants such as excess 
nutrients, bacteria, oil, pesticides, and 
sediment can degrade the quality of drinking 
water, damage fish habitat, and impair 
recreational uses of our local water bodies. 

Photo: D. Lindsay 

Sediment Plume from the        
Genesee River into Lake Ontario 

The District partners with the Stormwater Coalition of Monroe County 
in order to achieve common goals of stormwater education, 
management, and assistance to residents and municipalities. In 
conjunction with the Stormwater Coalition, the District fulfilled the 
following  trainings and requests for service in 2009: 

 84 construction site inspections to evaluate compliance with 
stormwater regulations enforced by the NY State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC).  

 4 trainings for 27 municipal staff members were performed by the District on 
how to conduct effective construction-site inspections. An additional training for 
post-construction inspections of stormwater pond functioning was also attended 
by 5 municipal staff. 

 2 sessions to educate 47 homeowners living adjacent to stormwater ponds about 
the purpose of these important detention structures. 

 307 requests for stormwater assistance in Monroe County, including inspections, 
permitting issues, education, and drainage-related complaints. Road and 
highway assistance was provided to the Town of Riga in the form of a site 
assessment, design, and implementation of 200 ft. of drainage. 

 
 8 NYSDEC-endorsed 4-hour required trainings for 369 contractors,  developers, 

and engineers. These classes teach participants how to improve management of 
construction sites, thus resulting in reduced runoff and better water quality.     
(trainings not affiliated with the Stormwater Coalition) 

Seeding and Mulching Exposed Soil Can Reduce Stormwater Runoff and Erosion 

+ Vegetation 
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Pond Assistance 

 Vegetation  Surrounding a Pond 
Filters Pollutants and Provides  Habitat  

Ponds can add aesthetic, recreational, and 
economic value to homes, as well as 
wildlife refuge and flood protection. In 
2009, the District conducted 4 “pond 
feasibility” assessments to evaluate site 
suitability for homeowners considering 
installation of backyard ponds. In addition, 
we assisted  >90 ponds by addressing 
nuisance problems such as resident Canada 
geese, algal blooms, overgrowth of aquatic 
weeds, and invasive species. 

A Water Quality Improvement grant funded by the NYSDEC enabled upgrades of 
existing stormwater management facilities in Monroe County, within the towns of 
Webster and Ogden. In Webster, an  athletic field was converted into a pond in order 
to detain stormwater from upstream developments. Previously, runoff from a 400-
acre area was completely untreated before discharging into a state wetland.  In 
Ogden, enlargement of a small stormwater detention pond captures more pollutants 
from a nearby subdivision, allowing cleaner water to enter Northrup Creek. 

The District offers homeowners a chance to stock 
their ponds with fish. In 2009, we sold over 
8,000 fingerlings to local customers, in addition 
to 127 (non-reproductive) triploid grass carp. The 
addition of these fish to ponds can help to reduce 
the presence of aquatic vegetation. Koi Grass Carp 

Webster Ogden 
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The stabilization technique used a mixture of 
native plants between the rock “rip-rap” shown 
in the photos. The new stream buffer will act as 
a filter for stormwater-derived pollutants and 
will provide a cooling effect for the stream, 
which benefits fish populations. Further, the 
stabilization project protects Black Creek from 
severe streambank erosion, which was 
estimated at ~70 tons of sediment per year! 

As part of a grant received from the 
Great Lakes Commission (GLC), 
the District worked with the Town 
of Chili to stabilize 450 linear ft. of 
streambank along Black Creek. The 
project commenced in Fall 2008, and during 
Spring 2009 our District technicians worked to 
plant ~1500 trees and shrubs to provide a 15-ft. 
vegetative buffer surrounding the streambank. 

GLC 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

Stottle Road Site 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

Chili Avenue Site 

Town of Chili: 
Black Creek Stabilization  

Streambank Stabilization 
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Rochester, NY 14624 

www.monroecountyswcd.org 
Phone: (585)473-2120 x3  

Fax: (585)473-2124 

Programs and services offered through the MCSWCD are 
made possible through the financial support of the USDA 
NRCS, County of Monroe, State of NY, specialized grant 
opportunities, and fundraising programs. All NRCS & SWCD 
programs and services are offered on a nondiscriminatory 
basis without regard to race, color, national origin, political 
beliefs, religion, sex, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or 
disability. 

Right: Dr. Karl Korfmacher, a professor of Environmental 
Science at the Rochester Institute of Technology, was 
recognized as the 2009 Conservationist of the Year. Karl 
teaches courses in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
and watershed modeling, and has been very active with 
campus sustainability initiatives. He also contributes 
extensively to the Envirothon competition. 

Conservation Awards 


